
THE SACRAMENTS 

BAPTISM AND 

CONFIRMATION 
RCIC Presentation # 5 



SACRAMENTS AND 

SACRAMENTALITY 

• Seeing into and beyond the immediate toward the 
realm of the Divine 

 
• The importance of rituals (agreed upon actions 

carrying symbolic significance that preserve 
traditional meanings and celebrate certain events) 



BAPTISM – 

 THE GATEWAY SACRAMENT 

• Necessary sacrament leading to reception of 
the other sacraments 

 

• Water – Ordinary element; rich symbolism 
 

• Baptism = “to plunge” 
 

• Immersion into the Paschal Mystery  
 

• Emerge from the Baptismal Waters as 
“small Christs” 

 



THE EFFECTS OF BAPTISM 

Sin – Original 
and Personal 
Sin is washed 

away. 

2-Fold 
relationship 
with Jesus 

Sacramental 
Character 

Indelible 
Spiritual Mark 

Children of 
God, able to cry 

out to God: 
“Abba! Father!” 



THE EFFECTS OF BAPTISM, CONTINUED 

Theological 
Virtues –  

Faith 

Hope 

Love 

Enter into 
Covenant 

Relationship  

with  

Christ and the 
Community of 

Believers 

Incorporated into 
the Body of Christ 

The Church 

Share in the 
Mission 

Priestly, Prophetic, 
Royal Mission 



THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

“Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of 
Confirmation together constitute the "sacraments of 
Christian initiation," whose unity must be safeguarded. 
It must be explained to the faithful that the reception of 
the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for the 
completion of baptismal grace. For "by the sacrament of 
Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly bound 
to the Church and are enriched with a special strength 
of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as true witnesses of 
Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the 
faith by word and deed.”  CCC# 1285 

 



THE PENTECOST EVENT 

• Acts 2:1-15 

• Received the Holy 
Spirit 

• Enabled them to 
proclaim Christ 



THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

The second of the three 
sacraments of initiation 

 

Special grace and strength to live 
the Christian Life 

 

The promise of Jesus 
 

Third Person of the Blessed Trinity 



THE EFFECTS OF CONFIRMATION 

Divine 
Filiation 

is deeper 

Unites us 
more 

firmly to 
Christ 

Receive 
7 Gifts of 
the Holy 

Spirit 



EFFECTS OF 

CONFIRMATION  
 

 

CONTINUED 

Renders our 
bond with the 
Church more 

perfect 

Gives us a 
special strength 

of the Holy 
Spirit to act as 
witnesses of 

Christ 



GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – TO KNOW GOD’S WILL 

Wisdom 

• God’s Point of View 

• Ascertain the true value of person, events, things 

• Prevents us from judging by appearances 

• Helps to bring about harmony and peace 

Understanding 

• Helps us to understand all the truths of God 

• Opens our minds to the Scriptures 

• Helps us to “make sense” of the difficulties of life 



GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, CONTINUED 

Counsel 

• Prompts us to seek advice and to offer correct advice to 
other 

• Enables us to be open to the good advice of others 

Knowledge 

• Roots us in the Truth (rather than mere opinions) 

• Enables us to know God’s desire in particular circumstances 

• Strengthens us against the temptations of the world by 
allowing us to see them clearly 



GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – TO DO GOD’S WILL 

Fortitude 

• “Supernatural Courage” in matters of faith and morality 

• Firmness of mind and will to do good and avoid evil 

• Experience a new depth of patience, peace and joy through difficult 
situations 

Reverence 

• Deep reverence for God, the Mass, the Scriptures, and all things pertaining 
to God 

• New reverence for every person as an “Imago Dei” 

• Revere life from conception to natural death 

• Greater respect for elders, parents, country, legitimate authority. 

• Able to love the sinner while despising sin 



GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – TO DO GOD’S WILL 

Fear of the Lord 

• Begin loving God because we fear the loss of Him 
and sadness this causes 

• We move deeper when our “fear” becomes a fear of 
offending God or other out of love for them.  

• We become aware of how attachments to earthly 
things can harm our relationships 



THE SYMBOLIC ACTIONS OF 

CONFIRMATION 

Laying on of 
Hands 

Anointing with 
Sacred Chrism 

“Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit” 



LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 

• Living in communion 
 
• Membership in the Mystical 

Body of Christ, the Church 
 
• The Life of Discipleship 


